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Ireland and all the parties concerned to put
aside all extremism for the common good of
peace.

The Prime Minister of Ireland and the
Prime Minister of Great Britain, at no incon-
siderable risk to themselves, have paved the
way to a new era of peace. I urge all of you
to follow that path. The tough tasks of com-
promise still lie ahead. The hard, unending
work of democracy is never easy. Even here,
after all these years, two centuries of it, we
still have our difficulties from time to time,
living with those who differ from us. But as
you work to forge a new future, free of vio-
lence, free of intimidation, with the participa-
tion of all the people of Northern Ireland,
the United States will stand by you.

American has received so many gifts from
Ireland, so many people who have enriched
our Nation, people who continue to come
to the present day. We perhaps have many
to give back. Some are perhaps financial in
nature, but maybe the most important thing
we could give to Ireland, and, indeed, to a
very troubled world today, is the example of
what is possible when people find unity and
strength in their diversity.

We know from our own hard experience,
from the blood we have shed on our own
land, from the struggles we have been en-
gaged in for a long time, and the joys that
we draw every day from the increasing diver-
sity of our people, that strength can be drawn
from differences, differences, which are cele-
brated, respected, appreciated. That kind of
strength can build a future worthy of all the
people of Northern Ireland.

Tonight, our hopes and our prayers are
with all the people of Ireland, and especially
with you, Mr. Prime Minister, and with your
fine wife and your family. We loved having
you here. We love every St. Patrick’s Day,
but this one especially, we will remember
above the rest.

Thank you. Godspeed.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address

March 18, 1995

Good morning. This morning I want to talk
about responsibility, the responsibility all
parents have to support their children. I’m
please to be joined by Gerri Jensen, the
president of the leading child support en-
forcement group in America, along with six
other conscientious parents who have strug-
gled to raise their children without the child
support they were entitled to.

Our generation, at the end of the 20th cen-
tury, has two great responsibilities: first, to
keep the American dream alive and well for
all our children and, second, to help our
country remain the strongest force for free-
dom and democracy in the world. We can’t
do that if we don’t have strong families and
responsible parenting.

In Washington we’re having a great debate
about what we ought to do here to support
these goals. On one side is the old Washing-
ton view that big, bureaucratic, one-size-fits-
all Government can provide big solutions to
America’s big problems. On the other side
is the new extreme view that Government
is the source of all our problems and if we
just get rid of it every problem would go away
as well.

I’ve got a different view based on practical
experience. I think we have to chart a course
between the old way of big Government and
the new rage of no Government. I think Gov-
ernment’s job is to expand opportunity while
shrinking bureaucracy, to get more jobs and
higher incomes with less burden from Gov-
ernment, to empower people to make the
most of their own lives through more edu-
cation and training and technology and sup-
port for families and for work, and to en-
hance our security on our streets and around
the world.

To achieve these ends, the Federal Gov-
ernment has to be a partner, a partner with
the private sector, with State and local gov-
ernments, with individual citizens to
strengthen our communities, a partner in
promoting opportunity and at the same time
demanding more responsibility. That’s what
the New Covenant is all about.
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Nowhere is the lack of values, the lack of
opportunity and responsibility more apparent
than in our own failed welfare system. We
all agree we have to end welfare as we know
it. I think to do it we’ll have to offer more
opportunity to move people from welfare to
work and demand more responsibility in re-
turn, to have a requirement that anyone on
welfare who can work must go to work, and
to discourage irresponsible behavior that
lands people on welfare in the first place by
insisting on tougher child support enforce-
ment and responsible parenting. We have to
make responsibility a way of life.

I’ve been working on this issue for the last
15 years. Last year I sent Congress a sweep-
ing welfare reform plan. Congress didn’t act
last year, but I applaud the new Republican
majority and the Democrats, both of them
for making welfare reform a priority this year.
Meanwhile, in the last 2 years, we’ve cut
through Federal redtape to give 26 States,
more than half the country, the authority to
conduct their own welfare reform experi-
ments. And Republicans and Democrats now
agree on tougher child support enforcement.
They all agree that we have to have national
action on tougher child support enforcement
because 30 percent or more of the child sup-
port cases that are delinquent cross State
boundaries.

I’ve worked hard on this. Since I’ve been
President, child support collections are up
substantially. And I just issued a tough Exec-
utive order to crack down on delinquency
by Federal employees.

If deadbeat parents paid all the child sup-
port they should in this country, we could
immediately move over 800,000 mothers and
children off welfare. Let me say that again.
If deadbeat parents paid the child support
they owe, we could move immediately over
800,000 mothers and children off welfare.
This goes way beyond welfare. Millions of
children of working parents would have more
secure lives and much brighter futures if the
errant parents, absent parents, paid what
they owe.

The welfare reform plan I sent to Congress
last year included five key provisions for
tough child support enforcement: employer
reporting of new hires to catch deadbeats
who move from job to job, uniform interstate

child support laws, computerized statewide
collection to speed up payments, streamlined
efforts to identify the father in every case,
and tough new penalties, like driver’s license
revocation.

These reforms will work. According to a
report issued today by the Department of
Human Services—of Health and Human
Services, if we crack down on deadbeat par-
ents by making these five provisions the law
all over America, child support collections
would go up by $24 billion in the next 10
years.

I am pleased that the House Republicans
have come our way on these child support
enforcement issues. They have included four
of the five steps I proposed in their welfare
bill. But I think the fifth step is crucial as
well. Our plan calls on States to deny driver’s
licenses and professional licenses to people
who refuse to pay the money they owe for
their own children. Nineteen States are
doing that today, and they’re collecting a lot
more child support as a result.

So I hope the House Republicans will take
a look at these new findings and join us to
send deadbeat parents all across this country
a loud signal: If you neglect your responsibil-
ity to support your children, we’ll suspend
your license, garnish your pay, track you
down, and make you pay.

Eighteen years ago, Gerri Jensen’s hus-
band abandoned her and her two young sons.
She held down several low-paying jobs, but
eventually was forced to turn to welfare be-
cause her ex-husband stopped paying child
support altogether. She got so fed up with
weak laws and bureaucratic runarounds that
she launched a grassroots movement to crack
down on deadbeat parents nationwide. We
are all in her debt, and we all owe an obliga-
tion to all the people like her in America who
are doing their dead-level best to be good
parents. They deserve our support.

Gerri Jensen stood up and fought to make
our laws reflect our values. No parent has
a right to walk away from responsibility to
his or her children. Now, if we work together,
we can make this kind of responsibility the
law of our land.

Thanks for listening.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:23 p.m. on
March 17 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 18.

Statement on Proposed Line-Item
Veto Legislation
March 20, 1995

The Senate is now debating the line-item
veto legislation which passed last month in
the House. I urge the Senate to pass the
strongest possible line-item veto and to make
it effective immediately. If the Members of
Congress from both parties are serious about
cutting the deficit, give me this line-item
veto, and I will get started right away. This
is one area where both parties can and should
come together.

I have advocated the line-item veto for a
very long time. When I was a Governor, I
had a line-item veto and I balanced 12 budg-
ets in a row. I advocated the line-item veto
when I ran for President, and I have pushed
for it since becoming President because it
is a very effective tool for cutting wasteful
Government spending and bringing down
the deficit.

We have made great headway in cutting
wasteful spending. We have already cut the
Federal bureaucracy by 102,000 positions, on
the way to cutting a quarter million. We are
bringing the deficit down by more than $600
billion. My new budget calls for another $81
billion in deficit reduction.

But there is still too much waste in the
Federal budget. This year I have proposed
eliminating 131 programs altogether and
consolidating 270 others. I proposed many
of these spending cuts last year and the year
before, only to have Congress tell me I
couldn’t cut their pet projects. I tried to cut
$16 million for the Small Business Adminis-
tration’s tree planting program. But Congress
put it back in the budget. Congress even
spent $12 million for a cattle tick eradication
project.

Well, this year, if the Congress gives me
the line-item veto, I will cut each one of
these programs, and a whole lot more. I also
think the line-item veto should be applied
to the revenue as well as the spending sides
of the budget, so I can curb wasteful tax and
spending provisions.

This is really about closing the door on
business-as-usual in Washington. If Congress
is serious about changing the way Washing-
ton works and getting a handle on wasteful
spending, they will put politics aside, stand
up to the special interests, and pass the bill.

The President, no matter what party,
needs the line-item veto to bring discipline
to the budget process. I urge the Senate to
pass it and make it effective right now.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Welfare Reform

March 20, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker:
This week, the historic national debate we

have begun on welfare reform will move to
the floor of the House of Representatives.
Welfare reform is a top priority for my Ad-
ministration and for Americans without re-
gard to party. I look forward to working with
Republicans and Democrats in both houses
of Congress to enact real reform that pro-
motes work and responsibility and makes
welfare what it was meant to be: a second
chance, not a way of life.

In the last two years, we have put the
country on the road to ending welfare as we
know it. In 1993, when Congress passed our
economic plan, we cut taxes for 15 million
working Americans and rewarded work over
welfare. We collected a record level of child
support in 1993—$9 billion—and last month
I signed an executive order to crack down
on federal employees who owe child support.
In two years, we have granted waivers from
federal rules to 25 states, so that half the
country is now carrying out significant wel-
fare reform experiments that promote work
and responsibility instead of undermining it.

I have always sought to make welfare re-
form a bipartisan issue. I still believe it can
and must be. Unfortunately, the House Re-
publican bill in its current form does not ap-
pear to offer the kind of real welfare reform
that Americans in both parties expect. It is
too weak on moving people from welfare to
work, not as tough as it should be on dead-
beat parents, and too tough on innocent chil-
dren.
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